
well. I was only a couple seconds 
slower than the 2007 Mini Clubman. 
The M3 is hot to go in stock form so 
made for this type of driving. Howard, 
Walter and Dean did great as well 
and we got plenty of interest from the 
other drivers of more modern cars. 
Maybe not the fastest but certainly 
the most interesting cars on the 
track. I spent this last weekend 
greasing and eliminating some new 
groans created from this tough treat-
ment. None-the-less I recommend 
doing this any time you can.    It hap-

   What a great month 
September was! Beauti-
ful weather for driving 
the old special car, not 
to mention our very suc-
cessful picnic and car 
show. We had a small 
showing of other local 
clubs, not as many as 
we would like, but those 
that came had a good 
time, same with the oth-
er regional clubs, seems 
we need to work harder 
to get them to come to 
Birmingham. I thank all 
of you who helped make this picnic-
show a success! 

 

  Itôs ironic that we opened it up to 
all marques but the result was one 
of the best British showings ever; 
we had 5 big Healeyôs a TR2 and 
TR3and three MGAôs, one of them 
a race car! Pretty good diversity of 
British Sports cars. Congratulations 
to Bo Bogaty on his win, number 2 
was the beautiful TR2 owned by 
Kathy and Carl Raymond and num-
ber 3 was the  gorgeous Healey of 
Leroy Willingham. 

 

   The next  day was a real ad-
venture at the SCCA course 
set up at the Pelham Verizon 
Amphitheater parking lot. What 
a twisty course. I brought the 
Healey out and pushed it as 
hard as I could and made a 
time of 67 seconds on the 
course, Jason did 59 in his 
BMW M3 (E36) so by an unsci-
entific assessment, I think an 
old school, not prepped for 
competition, skinny tire car did 
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pens most months of 
the year. The next one 
is the 16th, so bring 
whatever car and join 
in, I may bring the Alfa 
sedan this time to see 
what it can do. 
 
  This last week was 
the Montgomery car 
show which I missed 
due to attending a 
wedding, but the 
BBMC made a show-
ing.  
 
 There will be another drive in 
October so watch for announce-
ments. The next big event is the 
Chattanooga car show that will be 
over the weekend of Friday the 4

th
 

through the 6th. We plan to make 
this a tour somewhat like the relia-
bility run but we will call it the 2011 
British endurance run. 
 
   This drive will be organized in 
such a way as to have check-
points rather than a caravan style, 
so people can drive the way they 
wish, but we will be able to sup-

port one another if things go awry. 

 

   I encourage all of you to plan for 
this event, we will be staying at the 
Chattanooga Choo Choo. Please let 
me know if you will be attending so I 
can try to reserve space at the hotel. 
E-mail me at akaapel@bellsouth.net 
and tell me how many rooms you 
may need. This show is always well 
organized, filled with really unique 
and diverse cars and includes many 
events from drives to dinners and 
riverboat cruises. Try to be there! 

 

Alan 

ñThe next  
day was a 
real adven-
ture at the 
SCCA 
course set up 
at the Pel-
ham Verizon 
Amphitheater 
parking lot. ò  

mailto:akaapel@bellsouth.net
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October 
 8ðBBMC Monthly Cruise-in-Hamburger Heaven-280 
 11ðBBMC Meeting 
 15ðDrive In Movie Night 
 14-16-Southeastern Fall Gathering of the FaithfulðAthens, GA 
 23-Sunday drive to Dreamland, Tuscaloosa 
 
November 
 4-6ðBBMC Endurance Run and Chattanooga Car Show 
 8ðBBMC Meeting 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 



Drive - in + BBMC = Great Night   
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 Remember the days of the drive-in? I have managed to work out a way we can try 
and replicate those days and do it with friends in your British Car. The complex I live in has 
an 80 foot outdoor movie screen. I have arranged with the complex to show The Fast and 
Furious, circa 1955. Yes this movie sold its name to the more recent movie, but other than 
that there is nothing in common. We are setting this up so that there will be parking for 6-8 
cars (depending on size), spaces will be assigned in order of arrival. So be here early. After 
we run out of parking area, the rest of the group will be able to view the movie from your 
lawn chair. (If it rains we have a place we can view the movie inside.) 

 
 What is the movie about?  Well-At a truck stop, innocent 
Frank Webster (John Ireland), convicted for murder recently, and 
escaped from jail is seeking a way south. When he takes Connie 
Adair (Dorothy Malone) hostage he realizes that she is driving her 
race car to a competition and he sees a way to get away from the 
police chasing him. Tough cookie Connie is in fear for her life initial-
ly but realizes that Frank is innocent of the murder he has been 
convicted of and because of his situation is forced to confront the 
world with violence. As they travel toward the border Connie at-
tempts to convince Frank to give himself up and bring forth certain 
information that can clear him and during their trip the two fall in 
love. Once they arrive at the auto race, Connie and Frank reason 
that they can use the competition as a cover to escape but the au-
thorities are closing in and the couple realizes that they are in a 
race of their lives. 
 
 Why do we care? The movie shot in 9 days of 1954 con-

tains a decent story line, the ñstarò is a 1954 Jaguar XK120. Many cameos are of early 50ôs 
sports cars (many British). The back ground race footage is real. The car show that is at-
tended is the actual 1954 Pebble Beach Concours, the 4th Pebble Beach ever! While the 
footage is black and white and a touch grainy at times it adds to that nostalgic feel. 
 
 So when and where? Saturday, October 15. The movie will start at night fall 
(guessing 7:30-8), so arrival around 7 is advised. Use the parking lot in front of the Club-
house, if you are an early arrival will be given instructions from there. You will be going to 
ñThe Springs at Greystoneò 7278 Cahaba Valley Road, Birmingham, AL 35242. Basically on 
119 1 mile off 280 heading towards Leeds, just after Brook Highlands Church on your left. If 
you make it to the Shell station on 119 you went too far. If you get lost my number is 205-
470-0191. 
 
 What do I need to bring? Lawn chairs and your drink. Popcorn will be provided for 
the snacks. 
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 Whether you like ribs or not this is 
going to be a fun drive.  Weôll be meet-
ing at 1:00 in the afternoon on Sunday 
Oct. 23rd for a drive to the original loca-
tion of Dreamland Bar-B-Que.  If youôve 
never been to this quaint restaurant you 
are missing a historical treat.   
 
 We will meet at the Dunkinô Donuts 
on Hwy 119 in Pelham and proceed 
towards Tuscaloosa via Helena, Wood-
stock, Vance and Coaling.  About a 2 
hour drive. 
 
From their website: 
ñ1958 was a big year for Tuscaloosa. 
Not only was it the first year that Paul 
ñBearò Bryant starting coaching at Ala-
bama, but it was the year that John ñBig 
Daddyò Bishop opened his first Dream-
land Caf®. Big Daddy was a brick ma-
son for many years and he longed for 
another way to support his family. He 
had narrowed it down to opening either 
a mortuary or a restaurant and he got 
down on his knees and prayed for guid-
ance. Legend has it that God told him in 

a dream that 
night to build a 
caf® on the land 
next to his home 
and Big Daddy 
made that dream 
a reality.  
 
 You can sit at 
the bar reading 
car tags or slab 
boxes signed by 
our guests and 
rub elbows with 
somebody fa-
mous or have a 
great conversa-
tion about sports 
with one of your favorite players. Or like the 
Bishop family did, you and yours might just 
go for a great dinner and a chance to be to-
gether and talk about how your week was 
and what you might be looking forward to as 
a family. The point is, no matter why you are 
in Dreamland, you will be treated as kin.ò  - 
Howard 

ñYou can sit 
at the bar 
reading car 
tags or slab 
boxes 
signed by 
our guestsò 
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Sept. 18, 2011 
 
 A small group of BBMC mem-
bers assembled with about 75 
SCCA members at Verizon Wire-
less Amphitheater in Pelham to par-
ticipate in an exhilarating day of Au-
tocross.  We were told to be at the 
venue before 8:00 to prep our cars 

and have them ñtechedò 
by the starter.  We were 
greeted by several 
SCAA members who 
gave us advice on what 
to remove and where to 
put it.  Floor mats, jacks, 
coolers, etc. were place 
on the tarmac in neat piles behind 
our cars.  We were also advised to 
go to the starters trailer and in-
crease the air pressure 
in our tires.  No specific 
recommended pres-
sures, but ñPump Them 
Upò.   
 
 Not long after our 
arrival the starter came 
by and checked out our 
cars.  All of us passed 
with flying colors and we 
were ready to go.   
 
 We next moved on 
to registration where we 

were assigned a class and number and 
told to be back on the track for the driv-
ers meeting at 9:00. 
 
 We hurriedly applied numbers to our 
cars using masking tape and attended 
the drivers meeting.  The driving was 
done in two groups and we were as-
signed the first group.  All of the rookies 
were taken aside and given a 
walkthrough of the track course.   
 
 The course consisted of many S 
turns, chicanes, decision points and long 
turns.  Very little straight racing.  These 

were all mapped our using traffic cones 
with directional cones to tell the driver 
which side to leave the cone on.  Quite a 

ñ We each took 
four laps with 
our times im-
proving with 
each lap.  After 
each lap we 
went back into 
the grid to ana-
lyze what we 
did.  ñ 
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challenge!  If you 
missed a turn or ran 
over a cone you were 
given a ñDid Not Finishò 
and your time did not 
count. 
 
 It wasnôt long before 
we were lined up in the 
grid ready to race.  
Each car started sepa-
rately with no more 
than two cars on the 
track at a time.   
 
 And the race was 
on!  Jason Jones drove his BMW - M 
Class, Alan his AH 3000, and Dean 
Drinkard, Walter Anderson and myself 

with our MGBs.   
 
 We each took four 
laps with our times im-
proving with each lap.  
After each lap we went 
back into the grid to 
analyze what we did.  
Of course, we soon re-
alized that we were no 
competition to the regu-
lar autocross partici-
pants.  Never-the-less, 
we all improved our 
times as the day pro-
gressed.   
 
 After our first four laps we were as-

signed to police the cones on the 
track.  As we worked we were able 
to see how the ñProsò approached 
the turns and got some laughs at 
their antics. 
 
 After lunch (another story, just 
as Jason) we repeated the morn-
ings racing schedule.  Iôll have to 
say that we all had great fun and 
were pleased with our progress 
during the day.  We hope we can 
make this an annual event and next 
time have even more participants.  
By the way, thanks to all those who 
came our to watch us and to the 
SCAA for allowing us to be a part of 
their fun. 
 
 
 

ñWe each took 
four laps with 
our times im-
proving with 
each lap.  ñ 
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BBMC AutoCross Results 
 

Here are the results from the first BBMC autocross. Each person had 6 runs and those times are listed 

in the Times section. The ñTotalò time is their ñPAX time, which is basically a handicapped time tak-

ing into account differences in each car. 

  
Car 
Color 

Times     Total 

1T STU 11 Jason Jones BMW M3 Black 71.419 61.343 61.299 60.385 59.787 50.101 

      59.457+1     [-]3.621 

2T HS 14 Alan Apel 67 Austin 

Heely 3000 

Silver 80.596 70.763 67.917 68.119

+DNF 

68.358 53.722 

      68.421     +3.621 

3 HS 13 Howard 

Beckner 

74 MGB Blue 82.323+D

NF 

75.149

+DNF 

72.548 72.470

+DNF 

73.169 57.300 

      72.440     +3.578 

4 HS 15 William 

Drinkard 

72 MGB BRG 88.551+D

NF 

86.267 82.022 73.795 74.102+

DNF 
58.371 

      74.923+D

NF 

    +1.071 

5 HS 11 Walter An-

derson 

74 MGB Red 76.940+D

NF 

73.261

+DNF 
76.938   60.858 

           +2.487 

Top Times Of Day Time Class # Driver 

Raw time 50.152 CSP 6 Robert Cain 

     

Pax 42.339 STR 74 Michael Cavanaugh 

Stock 52.793 BS 112 Daniel Chhit 

Street Prepared 50.152 CSP 6 Robert Cain 

Prepared 53.795 XP 8 DAVID MCFALL 

Touring 50.645 STR 74 Michael Cavanaugh 

Street Modified 51.083 SM 11 sara tongsuvone 

Pax 43.149 XSTX 84 Dennis Sparks 

Novice 43.385 NCS 13 Todd Buck 

Club Pax 2 50.101 ZSTU 11 Jason Jones 
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Sports and Classics at the Creek  

Bob Hinds ô08 Mercedes C300 Kathy Raymond ó55 TR2 

Alan Apel  Austin Healey 3000 Dean Drinkard ó72 MGB 

Bob Melton ô00 Mercedes SL500 John Viviani ó07 Porsche Cayman 

Some of the many pictures available.  Link will be mailed. 
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Sports and Classics at the Creek  

Curt Jones ó62 MGA Bo Bogaty ó59 TR3A 

Leroy Willingham ó67 Healey Scott Anderson ó71 MGB 

Walt Anderson ó74 MGB Jason Jones ó71 TR6 
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Sports and Classics at the Creek  

Oliver Waltman ó53 MGTD 

Jimmy Pollard ó56 Healey Tim Pollard ó88  BMW 

Randy Darden ó76  TR6 David Spanger ó91  Acura NSX 
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Sports and Classics at the Creek  

John Goodwyn ó75 TR6 Jim Hall ó07 Porsche Cayman 

Robert Barnes ó04 X Type Jaguar Russell Whigham ó10 Mini 

Malcolm Brunch ó67 MGB Steve Valdez ó57 Porsche Speedster 


